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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2015

Apr 9: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm
Apr 18: CIG Meeting 10 am
Apr 22: General Meeting, LDS Church, 7:00 pm
May 2: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am

DNA Group
Meeting Thursday, April 9, 2015

LDS Church, San Rafael
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

We will have a Q & A session in the first part of the 
meeting, and then we will have a discussion on 

“How to deal with your matches”

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, Apr 18, 2015
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

10:00 am - Noon
Topic: FamilySearch - What’s New? 

Presented by Sonja Jensen
What Family Search offers now, what has been an-
nounced at RootsTech, and what the future holds.

Saturday Breakfast, May 2, 2015, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited
for breakfast on first Saturday each month at 
Star Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at
9:00 am. Join us for food and discussion. 

**** No General Meeting in May ****

MCGS research trip to the Sutro Library in May

“Who Do You Think You Are” continues on TLC 
at 10 pm on Sundays. Roberta Estes discusses the story on 
Tony Goldwyn in “She Was A Radical, The Fire Flew”

MCGS General Meeting, Apr 22, 2015, at 7:00 pm
“What Handwriting Can Tell You About Your 

Ancestors”
Presented by Leslie Nye

Grapho-analysis is the study of the individual strokes 
of handwriting in order to determine the personality 
and character of the writer. Leslie Nye will analyze 
the handwriting of several famous people among oth-
ers. This will help the audience learn how they can 
decipher their own ancestors’ handwriting, and thus, 
character. She has completed hundreds of reports for 
businesses and private clients.

MCGS Annual Picnic, May 31, 1:00 pm
We will meet at Miwok Park

at 2200 Novato Blvd., Novato.
A BBQ grill will be available. Please bring the 
meat you want to BBQ, a side dish or salad to 

share, and your own drinks.
We will provide the paper products.

We will be transferring the positions from our
former board to the new board at the picnic.

Upcoming Events

Sonoma County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Apr 18, 2015, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
“2015 Spring Seminar” 
This all-day event features four lectures by renowned 
blogger Thomas McEntee
Registration

Events continued on page 2
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Napa Valley Genealogical Society
Thursday, April 16, 2015, 1:30 pm
“Don’t Give Up the Ship!” 
Presented by Kathryn Marshall
Researching Your War of 1812 Era Ancestors.
NVGS Library, 1701 Menlo Ave.,Napa, CA
Info.

SFBAJGS Sunday, Apr 19, 2015 at 1:00 pm.
“Using Historical Online Jewish Newspapers for 
Genealogy Research ”  By Janice M. Sellers  
Many historical Jewish newspapers are now avail-
able online, with more being added regularly. Most 
are on free sites. This class gives an overview of what 
is online and where it is, suggests access strategies, 
discusses what to do if you don’t read Hebrew, and 
shows sample search results.
Oakland Family History Center 
 4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA  
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html 

Southern California Genealogical Society
Genetic Genealogy: DNA Day Plus! June 4, 2015
Southern California Genealogy Jamboree
June 5-7, 2015
This annual event features a host of classes, work-
shops, exhibits and more.
Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport
2500 Hollywood Blvd., Burbank, California         
Info and registration.

Blog Spot

Check out the blog of our Publicity Director, Erin 
Lacey, telling about her ancestors in the Wild West 
and the Civil War in  “Know Their Stories”.

Kenneth A. Bravo explains why “Your Family Name 
Was Not Changed at Ellis Island ” in this podcast.

Roberta Estes explains about “Eleven Things I 
Would Do Differently” and “And A Dozen Things I 
Got Right”.
 
‘Ancestry Anne’ discusses “Where Did My People 
Come From?”

Judy Russell remarks about AncestryDNA’s lack of 
analytical tools in  “Squaring the circle” and “Still 
waiting for the Holy Grail”

Events continued from page 1 The Coop Lab for Population and Evolutionary 
Genetics asks  “ How much of your genome do you 
inherit from a particular grandparent?”.

Ann Turner, founder of the GENEALOGY-DNA mailing 
list at RootsWeb and co-author (with Megan Smolenyak) 
of “Trace Your Roots with DNA: Using Genetic Tests 
to Explore Your Family Tree.” explains about “What a 
Difference a Phase Makes”

DNA Interest Group Page on MCGS Website
A new page has been created on the MCGS website 
featuring news items for those interested in using 
DNA testing to further their family history research.

Officers for 2014 - 15

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche
Registrar - Nancy Fabian

Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Recycle - Mary Lee Sammis

Research - Cathy Gowdy
Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Beth Galleto

   In the mid 1970s a previously unknown relative from 
Chicago unexpectedly gave me a call. He was on a busi-
ness trip, and he told me he had a habit of searching local 
phone books and calling anyone named Bolker (my maid-
en name) whenever he traveled. I was newly married and 
living in Corte Madera, but fortunately I was still listed in 
the San Francisco phone book under my maiden name. 
   At the time I knew little about my extended family. I was 
born near Seattle, Washington. My family, which eventu-
ally included my two sisters and a brother, moved from the 
Northwest to the Midwest, to the South, and back to the 
Northwest. My extended family lived in Omaha, Chicago, 
and southern California; so when I was growing up, I saw 
my grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins only on rare 
visits.
   I invited my “new” relative to join me and my husband 
for dinner, and we explored our shared background. He 
turned out to be my father’s first cousin. After dinner he 
sketched a rudimentary family tree on a paper napkin, 
showing my grandfather’s siblings and some of their 
children, my father’s cousins. That simple drawing was the 
first step in launching me on an obsession with my fam-
ily’s history and genealogy.
   Only one ingredient was missing. My family is Jewish 
and immigrated from Eastern Europe. Like many Ameri-
can Jews, I did not think it was possible to trace my gene-
alogy much beyond my immediate family. All the records 
in Eastern Europe had been destroyed, or so I thought. But 
in 1977 Dan Rottenberg’s Finding Our Fathers: A Guide-
book to Jewish Genealogy came out. The book inspired 
me and made me realize such research could indeed reap 
results. 
   In the 1970s and early 1980s my husband Leon sold din-
nerware for Heath Ceramics, and several times I accom-
panied him to the annual Hotel and Restaurant Show in 
Chicago, after which we traveled to other locations in the 
East or Midwest. This allowed me to meet and interview 
many of my grandparents’ brothers and sisters and their 
descendants.

   My daughter Francoise was born in 1981. I stayed home 
during her early years, but after she started kindergarten I 
looked for some kind of part-time work. I enjoyed writing, 
and after contributing a number of articles to local weekly 
newspapers, I got a job with the Marin Scope Commu-
nity Newspapers. I worked there for ten years, eventually 
becoming editor of the Twin Cities Times, covering Corte 
Madera and Larkspur. 
   In 1997 I became Communications Manager for the San 
Rafael Chamber of Commerce. I left the Chamber in 2006 
and started my own business writing and editing materials 
for business clients.
   My husband left Heath and had several jobs over the 
years, ending up selling advertising at Marin Scope. He 
died in 2009. My daughter is married and lives in Wash-
ington, DC. So far I have no grandchildren.
   While there were years when I was too occupied with my 
husband, daughter, and job to do much genealogy research, 
I nevertheless continued to develop family trees for both 
my mother’s and my father’s families. 
   Over the years I have collected boxes and binders of 
photographs and documents. I have traveled to Salt Lake 
City numerous times to mine the collection of millions of 
microfilmed documents in the LDS library. I joined the 
San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society 
(SFBAJGS), and I am that organization’s webmaster 
(http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/) and serve on its 
board of directors. Sharing my research experience, I at-
tend monthly Jewish genealogy help sessions at the Jewish 
Community Library in San Francisco. 
   I have attended hundreds of presentations given at SF-
BAJGS meetings and at annual conferences of the Inter-
national Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies in 
various cities in the United States. Always searching for 
clues to family mysteries, I have traveled to Omaha, Chi-
cago, New York, Miami, and Washington D.C., and also to 
Poland, Ukraine, Israel, France, Russia, and Canada.
   Several years ago I joined the MCGS, and more recently 
the DNA group.
   My genealogical research has enriched my life in so 
many ways! I became interested in history and geography 
and have learned a tremendous amount about world history 
and about Jewish history and heritage in particular. I have 
also gotten to know some wonderful people, both family 
members and fellow researchers.
   This year I retired, and I am now working on writing up 
my results so far. I am hoping that as I continue to unravel 
the family mysteries there will be second or perhaps even 
third editions.

http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/


Researching Hints 
• Look in neighboring counties or towns. Conduct an 
area search of surrounding towns and counties within 
5, 10 or 25 miles of the place where your ancestor 
lived, then gradually expand the search
• Switch jurisdictions – If answers you want aren’t in 
county records, search town, state, and national levels 
for similar records
• Correlate and integrate records for neighbors
• Even “landless” ancestors may be traced by cre-
atively using census and land neighbors.  Organize 
and sort what you know and look for similarities and 
dissimilarities.  Do your sources imply subtle relation-
ships, or clues to indicate new or overlooked records?
• Study migration patterns and the geography of your 
ancestor’s home
• Rivers and mountains channeled migration trails 
into predictable patterns.  When you know where 
your ancestor settled, you can infer where they came 
from.  First settlers often named their new town after 
the town they left behind
• Substitute record types. Stay focused on your ques-
tion; but change the record type you search to find 
the answer.  See “United States Record Selection 
Table” to identify alternative record types

Tax deductible donations to the Marin County
Genealogical Society can be a way to honor a spe-
cial person. The family, or other designated party, 

will receive an acknowledgement of your gift.
 

Solution to the April 2015 Mystery Location 
White Star Restaurant and Starlite Club.
On the left is the restaurant that promoted Chicken 
of the Sea tuna products at the 1939 World’s Fair 
on Treasure Island. After the fair closed, Gertrude 
Dibble purchased it and shipped it in pieces to be 
re-assembled near the entrance to the Freitas Ranch. 
She was unable to assemble it and open it as a res-
taurant until the war ended. It opened as the Starlight 
Club in 1947, near the present-day CVS pharmacy, 
in Terra Linda. According to the late Catherine Mun-
son, people used to use it as a marker in the 1950’s to 
know where to turn off the highway for Terra Linda.
Read more in this article.

Bring recyclable items to our general meetings!

Marin Mystery Location
The photo shows two incarnations of the same build-
ing. What were they and where were they located?
Photo Courtesy Anne T. Kent California Room, 
Marin County Free Library.     
The solution is upside down below. 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Record_Selection_Table
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Record_Selection_Table
https://annetkent.kontribune.com/articles/5791

